2              FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS.
The Goods and Korkns in Central India, the
Bhils in the hffls to the west, the Kondhs in Gondvana
and Orissa, the Santhals and Kolsr in the hilly
tracts north of the Ganges in Bengal, the Khasias
.and Garos on the eastern border, the Puliyars and
Nairs of the Madras hills, the savages of the Andaman
Islands,.and the celebrated Gurkhas in the neighbour-
hood of Nepal are representatives of these ancient
races-
Some two thousand years before Christ there
came about a great upheaval in Central Asia in the
region which surrounds the sources of the Oxus ;
members of a great primeval race, who called
themselves Arya, spread abroad into Europe, Persia,
and India They were a people of good physique,
with fair complexions and fine features ; the skin
of those who resided in the plains of India became
darkened, while that of the others who dwelt in
the cooler climes of Europe assumed a paler hue.
Their language was the common source of Sanskrit,
Prakit, Zend, Persiaii, and Armenian in Asia;
and of the Greek, Italic, Celtic, Teutonic, and
Slavonic languages in Europe. In like manner
their religion gave root to others, which thrived
in the fruitful soil of Asia, but have now disappeared
ia Europe, although traces still remain there in
languages, legends, and superstitions.
The Aryans, who entered India, came by way
of Persia and, after sojourning on the banks of
tibe Indus, advanced to the east of the Punjab,
where they formed a large settlement near the